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SECTION 3:   ADMINISTERING OSDATE 

osDate has many configurable options that are accessed through the administrator’s panel: 
 

 

3.1 Setting Site’s Global Settings 

osDate allows you to set many parameters which will affect general working of the system. This 
can be accessed by clicking Site’s Global Settings link available in Tools section as shown 
below. 

 
 
Let us examine these settings in detail. 

 
 
There are seven main sections of settings available as shown above.   
 

3.1.1 Site Information 

Various parameters which govern the osDate working are defined here.  You can modify the 
values to suit your site’s requirements. 
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To change any parameter, click on the edit button available in the rightmost column for the 
particular parameter as given below. 
 

 
 
This will show editable field with saving button and  ignore button as shown below. 
 

 
 
Give correct value and save. After saving, Press on Reload button of the browser to see the 
changes. 

3.1.1.1 Site Name 

This is the site name which will be displayed in all pages in the header portion, e.g. you can 
change the default “osDate” to your choice of site name. However, please ensure your skin will 
support the size of name you want to use.  Lengthy names may distort the look of the skin. 

3.1.1.2 Site Title 

This is the title of your site which will appear as part of the page title in the browser title bar. 
Please give small but meaningful title. 

3.1.1.3 Site Banner  

This is the logo which will replace the Site Name in the page header portion. This is available 
only in default templates provided with osDate distribution. The picture should be loaded into the 
template/yourskin/images and/images folders. For all practical purposes, this is not used any more 
as most skins (including the customized ones) will define a logo and provide space for Site Name. 

3.1.1.4 Default Admin language 

This is the default language to be used to display all admin related options and page headings and 
other template captions. To use this properly, the required language should be loaded into DB.  

3.1.1.5 Cookie Prefix 

This is the prefix to be assigned for the ‘cookies’ set in the browser of users’ that access your site. 
Typically this will be your site name without any spaces in between. 

3.1.1.6 Site Administrator’s Name 

This is the name of the Site’s Administrator. This name appears in all emails sent by admin to 
users. 
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3.1.1.7 Site Administrator's E-Mail  

This is the email address used by the Site’s email system  as from address for all emails sent by 
your site. Hence, ensure this address is valid one and is recognized by the mail server you want to 
use.  

3.1.1.8 Feedback Email Address 

This is the email address used by the mail sending functions to send internal emails addressed to 
administrator. This email address will receive all Feedbacks, Support Requests, admin 
notifications, etc. Ensure this is a valid email address and can receive unlimited emails.  

3.1.1.9 Copyright text 

This is the copyright text which will appear at the bottom of all pages. 

3.1.1.10 User Menu to be used 

 
 
There are three options to display user menus. Side Full Menu will display the expanded Full 
Menu in the left or right side column, Side Fold Menu will display a Folded expandable menu in 
left or right side column and Top Menu will display the menu as a pull down menu at the top of 
the page, below header portion. 

3.1.1.11 Admin Menu to be used 

As user menu, Administrator menu system also can be set. All three options are available.  

3.1.1.12 Display, but disable, menu items 

Normally, the system will display only those options which are available to the user based on the 
membership level of the user. If you want to show all menu options to the user, but want to 
redirect the user to upgrade the membership level, then enable this option. 

3.1.1.13 Banner advertisements in email 

You may want to display banner advertisement in all those emails which the system may be 
sending to various users.  Enable this flag for sending emails with banner advertisements in it. 

3.1.1.14 Auto time-out 
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This is the time in minutes after which the user will be logged off, if the user has closed browser 
window without logging off. Set this value to a reasonable limit, 5 minutes. 

3.1.1.15 Captcha Length 

osDate requires a captcha code in certain screens where user data inputs are required. This is to 
control automatic forced entry methods and to possibly control spam. Set this value to a 
reasonable limit (6-9 characters are good). If you don’t want to enforce captcha entries, give 0 as 
the number of characters of captcha. 

3.1.1.16 Admin Notification 

Set this flag to send an email to Administrator’s email address (as given above) when a new user 
signs up. You need to set this flag if you have enforced profile approval system.  

3.1.1.17 Disable caching mechanism 

osDate provides for a limited caching mechanism for index and profile display pages. Caching the 
pages may improve performance, but it may take some system resource. As mysql caching can be 
set up and smarty templates compiled versions are cached automatically, you may disable caching 
mechanism in osDate.  

3.1.1.18 Cached page life 

This is the time in minutes after which the osDate cached pages will be refreshed. If you have 
enabled osDate internal caching, give a value which is reasonable. (30 minutes is OK) 

3.1.1.19 Site theme/skin 

Using this you can change the template theme you want to use with osDate. For this, your skin set 
should be uploaded to osdatehomedir/templates folder.  Once your skin is available in /templates 
folder, it will be listed in the dropdown menu. Select the theme you want to use and save it. Then 
Reload the page to see changed skin. 

3.1.1.20 New users section profile display method  

This section display latest registered user profiles using the chosen profile display method.  
osDate provide for two types of profile display method for this section,  Tiny and mini.  Tiny  will 
display 5 profiles in one line using a smaller version of the profile display. Set this based on your 
skin and available display space. Mini  will display two profiles in one line (if space is sufficiently 
available for this display in the skin you are using). 
 
 

3.1.1.21 Number of last new profiles to be displayed on home page  
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This is the number of latest profiles to be displayed in the home page. If you are using tiny as 
profile display method for this, set this number to multiples of 5. Otherwise, set the number to 
multiples of 2. 

3.1.1.22 Profile display method for Featured Profiles display section 

Same methods of New Profiles display section are available for Featured Profile display section 
also. 

3.1.1.23  Number of Featured Profiles to be displayed on home page 

Same method as available for New Profile display section should be applied for this too. 

3.1.1.24  Profile display method for Recent Active Profiles display section 

Same methods of New Profiles display section are available for Recent Active  Profile display 
section also. 

3.1.1.25 Number of Recent Active Profiles to be displayed on home page 

Same method as available for New Profile display section should be applied for this too. 

3.1.1.26 Profile display method for Random Profiles display section 

Same methods of New Profiles display section are available for Random  Profile display section 
also. 

3.1.1.27 Number of Random Profiles to be displayed on home page 

Same method as available for New Profile display section should be applied for this too. 

3.1.1.28 Number of New Members to be listed 

This is the number of usernames to be listed in the New Members Listing shown on the 
homepage.  

3.1.1.29 New members to be listed for last xx days 

This is the number of days used to calculate the Starting Date to take registered date of profiles to 
be considered as new profiles. For logged in users, the last logged date or this calculated date, 
whichever later, is considered as Starting Date for this calculation.   

3.1.1.30 Number of latest views and winks to be listed 

This is the number of views and winks to be listed in the respective report. 
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3.1.1.31 Latest views and winks to be listed since xx days 

This is the number of days used to calculate the Starting Date to take the date of views/winks to 
be considered for listing. For logged in users, the last logged date or this calculated date, 
whichever later, is considered as Starting Date for this calculation.   
 

3.1.1.32 Display list of xx events for the day 

This is the number of events slated for the day to be listed in the Day’s events display block. If 
you don’t want to display this block, set this value to ‘0’.  

3.1.1.33 Bypass user look gender matching in searches 

When searches are performed, osDate looks for cross gender matching condition also. E.g. when a 
Man is searching for Woman, system checks to ensure the resulted Woman profile is also looking 
for a Man. If you set this flag to ‘Y’, system will bypass this cross verification process.  

3.1.1.34 Use extended search heading given in question  

osDate will use the Question description as caption for search fields if this is not enabled. When 
you define questions with extended search headings and if this flag is set, system will use the 
extended search heading as caption in search forms. This is useful to use small text as search 
caption instead of lengthy description of the question. 
 
In the example given below screen shot, if this flag is not set to ‘Y’, system will display ‘What 
best describe your eye color?’ as caption in search form. If this flag is set then system will display 
‘Eye Color’ as caption in search form which is more clear and smaller. 
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3.1.1.35 Default sort order for searches 

You can set default sort order to display search results as shown below. 
 

 
 
You can set UserName or Age or Last Login Time or Online Flag or Membership Level as default 
sort order. Though this is default sort order, you can sort the search result using the option 
available in the search result screen also as shown below 

 

3.1.1.36 Profile display method to be used to show Advanced search results 

Like Featured profiles section display method, advanced search results can also be shown using 
either Tiny or Mini  profile display method.  

3.1.1.37 Profile display method to be used to show Simple search results 

Like Featured profiles section display method, simple search results can also be shown using 
either Tiny or Mini  profile display method.  

3.1.1.38 Profile display method to be used to show MyMatches Search results 

Like Featured profiles section display method, MyMatches search results can also be shown using 
either Tiny or Mini  profile display method.  

3.1.1.39 Installed forum 



osDateV2.5osDateV2.5osDateV2.5osDateV2.5 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Created by: Darren Gates (tufat.com) | Leading Developer: Vijay Nair (nairvijay.com) Page 12 of 21 

osDate can connect with the following forum software:  phpBB2 and phpBB3, vBulletin, myBB 
1.2 and myBB 1.4, Phorum and SMF1.1.  If you have installed any forum from this list, select the 
same as shown below. Select None if you haven’t installed any forum.  
 

 
 

3.1.1.40 Forum path 

This is the folder in which you have installed the forum software. The path should be given as a 
relative path to osDate home directory. 

3.1.1.41 Show forum in the same window 

If you want to display the forum in a frame inside main osDate screen itself, set this flag. 
Otherwise, system will open a new window to show forum pages. 

3.1.1.42 FlashBB is installed with the forum   

This flag will tell the system if you have installed flashBB with the phpBB.  If flashBB is 
installed, set this flag so that osDate will directly start flashBB. 

3.1.1.43 Use javascript popups for profiles 

If you want to display profiles in a separate popup window, set this flag. If this flag is not set, 
system will display profile as part of the main window itself. 

3.1.1.44 Feedback only from logged in user 

If you want to restrict accepting of feedback only from logged in users, then set this flag. 
Otherwise, visitors will be able to send feedback. 

3.1.1.45 Accept support requests 

osDate can accept support request from logged in users. This is useful to get any support requests, 
complaints or suggestions. This is in addition to the available Feedback form. If you want to allow 
users to send support requests, enable this flag. 

3.1.1.46 Enable shoutbox 
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If you want to enable the shoutbox, set this flag. Shoutbox will use heavy system resources.  

3.1.1.47 Shoutbox refresh interval 

This is the time interval in minutes to refresh shoutbox messages. This is used only if shoutbox is 
enabled.  

3.1.1.48 Number of shoutbox messages to be displayed 

This is the number of latest shoutbox messages to be displayed in the shoutbox window. Set this 
value to be reasonable, as the shoutbox uses a lot of resources. This is used only when shoutbox is 
enabled. 

3.1.1.49 Maximum number of shoutbox messages to be kept in system  

This is the maximum number of shoutbox messages to be kept in the system. Keep a reasonable 
limit for this. Otherwise, you may find your system is over burdened. This is used only when 
shoutbox is enabled. 

3.1.1.50 Number of latest messages to be shown to the user 

This is the number of latest IM messages to be shown to the user. Set this to a reasonable limit.  

3.1.1.51 Number of IM messages to be kept in the system received by one user 

This is the maximum of IM messages to be kept in the system by the receiving user. When a user 
receives a message above this limit, system will delete older messages. Set this value to a 
reasonable limit which will remove older emails automatically to make space for newer ones. 

3.1.1.52 Maximum length of one message for IM 

This is the length of an IM message in characters.  

3.1.1.53 Interval for refreshing of IM messages 

This is the interval, in seconds, between automatic refresh of IM messages. 

3.1.1.54 Number of stories to be shown in menu panel listing  

This is the number of stories to be shown in the left/right panel Stories display Block. Set this to a 
reasonable value based on your site’s design and volume of data. 

3.1.1.55  Number of words to display in short story 

This is the number of words of each short story to be shown in the left/right side panel  Stories 
display Block. 
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3.1.1.56 Allow management of countries/states/cities 

This flag tells if system should allow management of Countries and States and Cities. If you have 
pre-loaded these data and do not want to allow management of these,  disable this flag.  

3.1.1.57 Starting  and ending number of years for birth date field calculation 

These are the maximum and minimum age. Basically these two values will decide the age range.  
The maximum age is the Starting Value and the minimum age is the End value. 

3.1.1.58 Default value for start age and end age range in quick search 

These are the starting age and ending of the age range to be used for simple/quick  search 

3.1.1.59 Number of words to display in short article text 

This is the number of words to be displayed as short text for each article 

3.1.1.60 Number of news items to display 

This is the number of news to be shown in the news listing block in left/right column. 

3.1.1.61 Number of words to display in short news 

This is the number of words to be displayed from each news in the short news display block of 
left/right column. 

3.1.1.62 Price per  referral for affiliates 

This is the price to be paid for each referral coming from affiliates. If you don’t want to calculate 
the amount, set this to 0. This is just the amount used to calculate total payment needed, but 
doesn’t pay anything to affiliate. This is just used for calculation purpose only. 

3.1.1.63 Default status of new affiliate  

When an affiliate is created, the status will be inactive until the affiliate confirm back to Admin. 
This can be bypassed and the affiliate made active automatically if this flag is set. 

3.1.1.64 Maximum allowed height and width of the Banner 

This defines the maximum allowed banner width and height in pixels. These fields are accepted 
separately, i.e  height  and width are to be entered separately. 

3.1.1.65 Server time zone 
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This is the time difference from GMT of the server where your site is hosted and should be 
expressed based on the Server Time e.g. for India, time zone will be expressed as +4.30. This 
difference is used to calculate and display the times in user’s emails and other interfaces. 

3.1.2 User Management Controls 

 
 
This section of site’s global settings will set all user profile related controls. 

3.1.2.1 Bypass registration confirmation by the user 

osDate require new user to confirm their email address by clicking on the confirmation link given 
in the registration email. This is to verify the owner of the email has consented to be a member of 
the site. User profile will be in inactive status till email address is confirmed. If you don’t want 
this restriction, but want all users to be active immediately upon registration, set this flag. 

3.1.2.2 By default, profile to be active or not 

osDate will keep all new profiles in inactive status until the member confirm the email address 
and admin approve the profile. When you are getting too many new signups, it may be difficult to 
approve each profile by admin. If you want to avoid the requirement of admin approval of 
profiles, enable this flag. 

3.1.2.3 When a profile is modified, make status "Pending" for admin approval 

Users are allowed to modify their profile information. It may happen that users may enter 
something in their profile which may be against the general site’s rule and/or other unwanted 
information. To ensure the modified data is not against general site’s working, you can set this 
flag to force admin approvals for changes in profiles. However, if you enable this flag, the profile 
will be in ‘inactive’ status until admin approve the changes. However, newly modified changes 
will be in the profile and you can’t revert back to original data and you will need to work with the 
user to rectify the derogatory wordings in the profile.  

3.1.2.4 The default level of access to the use 

You can set a default membership level for all users when the profile is made active (either by 
way of email confirmation or activation by admin). The default membership level is needed to be 
set. This should not be the ‘Visitor ’ level. 

3.1.2.5 The level of access for the user after current level expires  
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When a user’s current membership level expire, that user will be assigned rights of this level. 
Typically this will be the level given for Default Level. Though the level of the user will not be 
changed when current membership level expire, system will assign the rights given for the 
membership level given here. E.g. if you give ‘Free’ level for this and if the user was in ‘Gold’ or 
any other level with more rights than ‘Free’ level, system will assign the rights for ‘Free’ level to 
the user once the higher  level expire, but will not change the membership level of the user in 
the system. 

3.1.2.6 Minimum and Maximum password length 

Enter the maximum and minimum number of characters you want for the user password field. 
System will check this and make the password invalid if these conditions are not met.  

3.1.2.7  Minimum and Maximum  username length 

Enter the maximum and minimum number of characters you want for the username field. System 
will check this and make the username invalid if these conditions are not met.  

3.1.2.8 Maximum number of Blog Stories by a user 

This is the number of blog stories a user can create in his/her blog, if blog is allowed in the 
membership level of the user. 

3.1.2.9 Maximum blog length 

This is the maximum number of characters a blog story can contain. Limiting this size is a good 
idea. 

3.1.2.10 Maximum number of User and Admin blog stories to be shown in homepage 

These are the maximum number of blog stories that can be displayed in the home page Blog 
listing Block. Set this to a good number to suit your skin size. 

3.1.2.11 Maximum comment length 

This limits the number of characters for comments given for profile, blogs etc.  

3.1.2.12 Send email to online users 

System will send emails to users when admin send messages or when other users communicate to 
the user. You may disable this default behavior and set it not to send emails when a user is online, 
but send the message to their Message Box only. This setting will save much system resource and 
your mail server will not be used. If you disable this flag, emails will be sent to the user’s Internal 
Message box when the user is online. 

3.1.2.13 Manage some user fields. 



osDateV2.5osDateV2.5osDateV2.5osDateV2.5 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Created by: Darren Gates (tufat.com) | Leading Developer: Vijay Nair (nairvijay.com) Page 17 of 21 

You can set following fields of the profile as not needed. This will allow some sites to accept 
minimum required profile information to a limited number of fields. 
 

a) First Name 
b) Last Name 
c) Country 
d) State 
e) County 
f) City 
g) Zip Code 
h) Time Zone 
i) About me 
j) Address line 1 and 2 
k) Looking for gender 
l) Looking for age range 
m) Looking Country 
n) Looking State 
o) Looking County 
p) Looking City 
q) Looking Zip Code 

 
Same way, following fields can be made mandatory if these are set to be accepted. 
 

a) First Name 
b) Last Name 
c) Country 
d) State 
e) County 
f) City 
g) Zip Code 
h) Time Zone 
i) About me 
j) Looking Country 

 
Further you can set default values for following fields if they are set to be accepted. 
 

a) Country 
b) State 
c) County 
d) City 
e) Zip Code 

3.1.2.14 Allow view online flag 
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When a user is online, system will include that user in the online users list. The user can disable 
this flag so that the user will not be listed in online users list.  You may set in admin to accept this 
field or not and make it mandatory, if desired. By default, this flag is enabled for all profiles. 

3.1.2.15 Display About Me description in small profiles 

A small portion of about me can be displayed in small profile displays if this flag is enabled. 
However, you must take care of the design of small profiles of used skin display before enabling 
this flag.   
 

3.1.3 Calendar Controls 

 
 
You can set values for calendar management as show above and explained below. 

3.1.3.1 Maximum number of events on month's day 

This set the number of events to be listed in one day in Month View of Calendar. 

3.1.3.2 Maximum number of events on weekdays and weekends 

This set the maximum number of events that can be listed in weekdays and weekends in Week 
View of Calendar. Set this number to a practical size based on the skin display. 

3.1.3.3 Maximum number of events on day view 

This is the number of events listed in a Day View of Calendar.  

3.1.4 Mail Server and mail sending process settings 

osDate allows admin and user to send emails to users. For successful working of mail sending 
process,  following parameters can be set according to your need and server settings. 
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3.1.4.1 Mail format 

osDate allows you to use either html  or text mail format for sending emails to users. If you allow 
html format, you can add your own banners and other advertisement materials in it. Please see 
osdatehomedir/templates/yourskin/html_emails.tpl file to modify as you need.  

3.1.4.2 Type of Mail Server 

osDate allows to use either smtp or sendmail or php default mail server for sending emails. You 
need to set the correct mail server type. 

3.1.4.3 SMTP Mail server and port and authorization details 

If you are using SMTP Server, enter your SMTP mail server url with the correct port. On some 
mail servers, you may need authorization to send emails. In this case, enable the SMTP Server 
authorization requirement and enter username and password to access mail server.  

3.1.4.4 Path to access Sendmail program 

Enter the path to sendmail program, if available. Otherwise, enter ./ as value. 

3.1.4.5 Enable mails Queue system 
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Some mail servers limit number of emails to be sent at a time by sites. osDate allows you to set 
number of emails to be sent in one batch through the mail server. osDate will keep all emails in a 
queue management system and will send those emails to the mail server periodically based on the 
count. However, for this system to work, you must set the cron job to send mails to mail server 
periodically. Set the flag to enable queue management and set the count of emails also. 

3.1.4.6 Number of emails to be sent in one batch by osDate Programs 

osDate allows you to limit the number of emails that can be sent by various programs at a time. 
This is to limit system resources as some servers may timeout and may terminate in between.  

3.1.4.7 Allow all users reply to received message 

If you want to allow all users to read received messages even though they may not have rights to 
access messages according to their membership level, set this flag.  

3.1.4.8 Delete un-flagged emails  

osDate deletes older messages automatically which are not flagged.  Set the number of days  for   
calculating the age of the emails to be deleted. System will delete all un-flagged messages which 
are older than this days. 

3.1.4.9 Number of days to warn users of message deletion 

Set the number of days to raise warning signal to users that their un-flagged messages will be 
deleted. Set this value to a reasonable level. System will display warning message to the user 
whenever the user access the messaging system. 

3.1.4.10 Maximum number of messages one user can keep in the system 

This sets the maximum number of messages that can be kept in the system by the user. This 
messages  count  include all emails in all folders, including deleted folder. The user should delete 
messages from deleted folder to completely remove message from system. This is kept this way as 
a precaution.  

3.1.4.11 Send admin message to users when an action is taken 

System can send message to the users when following actions are taken by the admin. 
Set the appropriate flags to send the message to the user. 
 

a) When a profile is added to the Featured Profiles list 
b) When a wink is received by a user 
c) When a message is received by a user 
d) When a profile is added to Hot list by other user 
e) When a profile is added to Friends list by other user 
f) When a profile is added to Ban List by other user 
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g) When a user profile is reactivated 
h) When a comment is received for the blog story of the user  

 

3.1.5 Profile Images   

 
 
You can manage various parameters  for  profile displays and processes of pictures and videos 
management  as shown above and explained below. 
 
 


